
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Connecting for Kids of Westlake OH 
 
  
Your Project Title: Music Therapy & More Westlake 

Your Project Summary: Music Therapy & More is designed for families and children (0-6 years) who are 

struggling in an area of development. This hands-on program is designed to teach parents and caregivers 

how to use music to improve their child's motor, communication and social skills as well as behavior. Led 

by a Board-Certified Music Therapist, families, including siblings, learn together and receive a handout with 

suggested home activities. We will offer five sessions a month for nine months (45 sessions total). 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The Music Therapy and More program application meets the funding criteria. The community is 

clearly identified and the program is designed to cater to community needs in a specific and wholly 

accessible manner. There is a history of success with the program and demonstrated need for expansion. 

The program employs staff who are qualified to provide the music therapy services and parent training 

opportunities. The program incorporates ongoing measurement tools. I wish the budget information were 

more specific. That said, I am confident that the agency can meet the matching requirements. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application is an excellent example of how to meet all of the funding criteria. Past success 

is shown to prove the organization's capacity, there is clear artistic vibrancy created through the program 

for children who need it, and an obvious benefit to the public. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This is an absolute YES for me because Music Therapy & More is impacting more than just the 

lives of children with developmental delays. They have taken the time to assess everyone in their 

community, including the parents/caregivers! Focusing heavily on them to make sure that they have the 

tools to continue this beautiful work at home with their child. How brilliant and needed! Too often the 

caregivers are forgotten when really they are the ones who keep the ship afloat. I applaud this applicant for 

bringing that point of view to the forefront and taking action to foster support for the caregivers. The fact 

that this incredible program is free of charge is incredible. Access, Access, Access! That's what its about! 

Bravo, Connecting for Kids! I love this initiative! You are doing beautiful work for your community! 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: They appear to understand the community and the needs of the community quite well. Very 

thoughtful planning and evaluation plan. 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: This program has a clearly defined community and the project will certainly have long-lasting 

and significant public benefit. The immediate outcomes of the project, as defined by the applicant, will also 

have a positive ripple effect of encouraging community building. The program goals are clear and 

measurable and the methods for determining if goals are met is logical and reasonable for the organization. 

The way the program is laid out demonstrated a wealth of subject area knowledge and significant 

organizational capacity to engage in the proposed work. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

